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-:]»‘restore the Kankakee Rlver
- Peter thgerald {right) - made his Airs
._,_Vto Momence Tuesday for a brle’r‘ ing on sev

L MOMENCE F;eshman Repuhhcan Us: Sen
- .ator Peter F!tzgerald amade his first trip:to-the
- - Momence:area Tupsday ostensibly for a bnef‘mg
'fon the Kankakee River.: - - L
‘. 'What he saw and heard surpnsed hm S
v “Rarely ‘in this state have I seen such. wide-.
- -spread-interest and agreement for backing-a :
local partnershlp,” Fitzgerald said, obviously im-.
.- pressed by the mix of agricultural, conservation, -
- - business and other interests represented by:the-
N 'Kankakee River Partnership Alliance. T
Buf Fitzgerald -also took careful note of the -
i standmg-room—only crowd packed into the =
" Momence Anchor Club to hear the latest neWs
on river projects. Lk Fltzgerald learned that the: largest pro;ect in-
. Joining Fitzgerald for the “river bneﬁng” ~'the 5,200 square mile river basin is the Chicago -
- were his Republican Congressional colleagues, "+ District Corps of Engineers’ study-of flood con-
" “Reps. Tom Ewing and Jefry Wellei and officials- trol, sedimentation and land practices 'CI‘OSS
:'_from the Army Corps of Engmeers .and Tilinois . northeastern Ilinois and,north' ] .
Department ' Na : i That. study’is-now in'its feasihility: stage'mth-' .
iden sf.l_ined the make-dp mi ‘public meetings “§cheduled for: October. -~ -+
on of th oc: fpanhners"hlp which bas; wn ) - ~He also heard 2 brief reporton’ _@Corps
‘negrly $3.milllon in'state grapts for- local’ Rock Island District’s project.

ecosystem projects #nd land. acquisitions: . : - : for
Much of wha} the lawmakers heard during th ‘land Labitat neat the Tndiana. state 1ifg.
Accordmg to Partuershlp Chairman J

] _mir-long meeting was old" news to those in
the _.audience RATIR P :




..
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- - the preliminary restoration plan for
.. the state line project has ‘been
. approved by Rock Island. and
‘reviewed by ‘the Chicago Corps
-office; It is now under review by the

Illinois Department of Natural
Resources, which is sharing costs for
the project. ) : '

- If planning and-cost controls stay..:
-on track, actual work at the state line -
could get underway early nest year.
according to Corps “officials. Sand’
remjoval remains a key. part of the

Planning. However, the ‘project also
includes creating new wetlands hab
tat for fish to spaj B

., e wanted a better explanation-of
~the size and location of the original -
. Grand Kankakee Marsh and asked jf

- ‘the parinership had any long-range:

Plans to restore portions of the marsh.
Black explained that the group’s
main focus is river restoration, “al-
though in‘some cases we do have to

“have conitrol of adjacent lands to con-

trol .sedimentation’ and restore wet-

Jands.”

- Fitzgerald's question was clearly -

. prompted by lobbying efforts from

-the Illinois Sierra Club, a strong sup-

Poiter of the US. Fish and Wildlife -
.Service’s plan to-create 233,000 dcre

‘wildlife refuge along the Kankakee
- River. - F 0 Ui el

The partnership has mamtained a
utral stance. over the planned
and Kankakee Marsh Refuge and

"with the Corps’ basin-wide study.

ack and members of the Mlinois *

‘| Preservation atid impact: manage-
-ment for coastal Waters, "\ .1 -
| “CARA is bipartisan legislation

which provides for pertrianént

| annuat fun

derived from

..., Hous package.to continge.the . .
.- Army Corps.of Engineers study of
"~ the flooding and sedinientation

. problems in'the Kankakee River.
~Over'the past five years, - ' .
$1,340,000 in federal funds has -
“beenr awarded to the Corps’ flood:
~‘control:study,* . " T
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V'and Indiana o

hasafged FWS'tp coordinate its plan-

atural. resources. de- *

partments, have a Thursday morning

‘meeting at the FWS regional office in -

Minneapolis to discuss the Fefuge.
Fitzgerald also tried to-clarify what
work the Corps foresees fromits basin -
study. Noting that specifics are pre- -
mature, Deputy District Engineer
John Sirles explainied “we (the Rock

 Island Corps) are still collecting data

for the feasibility study.” ) :
Kankakee County Highway Engj-

‘neer Jim-Piekarezyk, speaking from

the ' audience, told- Fitzgerald that -
FWS:is the “biggest obstacle” to re-

. placing the 84-year-old state line
* bridge. Six miles east of Mornence, the-

bridge. is. the -only river- crossing
between Hlinois Route 17 s, U.s. 4
in Indiana. ©~ . o E

“The state of Indiana has agreed to .
use 80_pércent of itsf,fEderafl_ffunding '
for .a new bridge,” Piekarcayk said, .
Kankakee County angd Lake and New-

.. -ton-'counties have -agreed to the
i|  replacement project’ with the lion’s
~ share of the $780,000 Projectcoming -

from federal funds allocated fo Indi- -
ana for such projects. - Ll :
“The Fish and Wildlife Service isan -

| . record as heing opposed to rebuilding -
- -]-ithe bﬂdges:§b'ecause'it_ is
o[ :their plans for the Grand Marsh

oatrary to.

LaSalle’ Fish-and Wildlife
ndiana. Tt also noted that the
2y -include habitat. for the .

area’ m

‘ endangered Indiana bat. ~

Pickarezyk said ‘the Kankakee'
‘Comty Board has gone oh record as

| - opposing plans for anational wildlife °
' ‘Tefuge east of Momencs. ~ + S
.. Fitzgerald promised to discuss' In-

diana plans for the Kankakee River’
with his colleagues; Republican Sen.

-{ Richard Lugar and Democrat Evan’
o Bagn T R




