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‘ Qoumu.mmmme Jerry Weller.
mb.m Tom Ewing, U.S. Senator

Peter Fitzgerald, Mlinois De-

partment of Natural Re-

sources, the Army Corps of .

Engineers and members of the
Kankakee River Basin Part-
nership met to discuss the
Kankakee River on Jan. 11,
2000 at the Momence Anchor
Club.

Sand builds up on the Indi-
ana side of the Kankakee
River. Aswater and sand move
downstream, they leave depos-
its throughout the river. Be-
cause of the sand deposits, the
riverisshallower, habitats are
covered, wildlife in the area is

‘smothered, sandbars appear
more frequently; and streams
are suffering. :

~“My number oﬁm. .noﬂcmg is
the sand and’ silt ‘sedimentd:"

tion‘anditsimpact ofthe qual-

ityandfutore of the Kankakee:
River,” said Weller.
act now to restore the original
channels and flow patterns of
the mewmwmwm‘... River. It re-

mains my number one ¢onser: :

”

vation prietity in:the area.”

‘The Kankakee River is also “
home to more than 1,000 na- -

" businesses,.
..:ém.Eﬁmd :

tive plants, survival for 75 is._.

uncertain. There are also six”

species of fish that live in the

Kankakee River ﬁum#mwm. con-

sidered endangered..

,FNE% valied aguatic. re-
sources’. The weed shiner, one
of the state’s rarest fish; in-
habits the Kankakee from
north of Wilmington to the
mouth of Horse Creek. The

Kankakee Mallow, arareplant

species, is found only in
Kankakee County. The mucket,
mussel, the most numerous of
the Kankalkee valley mussels,
israreinotherIllinois streams.

The Kankakee River Basin
Partnership plans to protect,
restore and enhance the
Kankakee watershed, said J R.
Black, president of the part-
nership.

“We want to protect what's
left for future Mm:mwm_uobm 7
said Black. o

" The Kankakee River Basin

.Humagmwm?@ includes people
with different: perspectives, -

stated. Black: “Conservation,

at one fable for a common

- cause. The door is open to ev-
. eryone,”said Black, - ...
= “We live here, we work here

~and raise our children here,

.said Black. “Wethink we know

‘Sr.mﬂ s bmmmm& In our commi- :

nity.”

Hbm Um@mﬁamsﬁ of Natural
Resources supports the part-
nership.
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~ Kankakee and Iroguois rivers -

15in governmeént, . in-
-dustry, labor; and agricultural
organizations come: together

»

”

need to achieve theéir goals,
said Kirby Cottrell, DNR rep-
resentative: SAt.DNR we are

~looking for.‘more’ inniovative

ways to keep Eﬁm E.o,_mnﬁ. mov-,
ing forward.”:: :
“The Umiﬁmwm?@ 1§ oowﬂsm

»

for. solutions to fit. everyons,”

said Rich moimF.._ represent-
ingagriculture in the partner-
ship: “We were involved from

. ﬁrm_&mmEEbm.__..Ocunﬁmémm...cm :
.EoHnﬁEm.mmH.EMmsQrma*mwmms :
- n.mmﬁmanm&. S :

J.R: Black, president of the' Kankakee River Basin. _umn:m_\m:_
Natural Resources, congressmen Tom Ewin

The Army oe.um.& Engi-

neershas worked on the resto-
ration and improvement of the

Kankakee River..

. .‘.‘UHan@mHm.momH,vm.mm.mmwo._.bmw

river basin project, Currently

the corps ‘isiin"the-second -

phase, the feasibility study. -

.. - “We are gathering | Emcﬁum- -

tion from all parties involved,” -

said John Sirles, deputy engi-

neer for the corps. “We. will -

then come up witha solution

“everyone is happy with.”

“Clean-up .and restoration

.cw the Nma_mmw.mm River de-

p; x:g Ooﬁm: :.o_.: the Umnm:_ﬁma of
g and Jerry Weller met with U.S. Senator Peter _u_ﬁmm,.m_a
8 a_mocwm the EES of 3@ xm:wmxmm River on Jan. 11, 2000 m: the _soam:om >:osoﬂ Club. -

.,.Uzwﬁmm rmgm& the ﬁmww.. .
nership, finding the tools they

“serves the same ‘priority as

that of the Florida Ever-

glades;” said Weller. “I believe
" 'we must think globally, but

act Tocally to address. the silt-

_ation problems which are dev-
. mmﬂmﬂdm [llinois’ &mmbmmm

river.” .

- Oné proposal discussed w%
the. Congressman included
pending  legislation in Con-.
gress called the Conservation .

. and Reinvestment Act, CARA,

which Soc_& vuoﬂam federal -

‘ ..o.uﬁﬁ.m:ﬂmﬂ.bﬂ Unw..a .m.w







