_;KISSImmee
'jrestoratlon begms,
Kankakee model

ORLANDO Fla. (AP) — I the

1960s, the government spent $30 mil-

lion to turn the Kissimmee River:

into-a 56-mile-long ditch. On Satur-
~day, it will start refilling part that

~ditch to let the river return to its oId :

twisting course.

The $372 million” r1ver restoratwn"
project. — the nation’s largest, ac-

cording to the Army Corp of' Engl-

neers —is also intended to improve
" the quahty of the water that flows to -

Lake Okeechobee and ultimately to
the Everglades. Both have been suf-
fering because of pollution from
ranching and farmmg

(The project has been held up by
the ‘regional -group Alliance to Re-
store the’ Kankakee as a potential

model for restoration of the river

-here. "ARK has been financing a
multi-year 'federal scientific study

aimed at providing the evidence nec-.
essary to. Justlfy similar- restoration.
work on the river here and in Indi--

ana.)

The Corps of Engmeers which dug'

the ongmal ditch, is also in chargefof
filling it in,

resa Woody of the Slerra Club. “It
symbolizes a real commitment by
-this country to use the knowledge

and skills of the Army Corps to bene- -

fit the environment. These are the

:- guys that have hlstoncally worn the -

¢ Black hats”
After Saturday’s groundbreakmg,

* bulldozers will move- in-Monday to .-
- start backfﬂhng some 1,000 feet of .

: what is officially ‘known as “Canal
38" feeding: Lake Okeechobee. It is
. known as the “ditch” to environmen-
tahsts and critics. .-

“ly return to its old; meanderi'u_g b

- some- 26,500 acres of wetlandg and 4

- feet - deep.
..ing of bordering ranchland.” Withi
- “It’s an exciting event " said The- :
- began lobbying for restoration.

‘gress in 1992 {o fund half.the K1ss1m
‘mee restoration, whlch inéludes co

-farmers . whose land will -again b

-half,

‘than 300 other f1sh and wﬂdllfe 5
- cles, ..

"The BG-day, $860, 000 job will te
construction methods-to he used i
the larger project.
. ‘The plan is simply to fill in 2
miles of the canal and force the rive
to spill out onto- the floodplain an
find its own way to Okeechobee. Er
gineers expect the river will general

which never was filled in.

If all goes as designers. hope, th
river will in time abandon more o
the ditch, leaving only about 13 mile
that will be maintained for floo
control and fo protect’ some nearb
property. '

The work will result in restorm

square miles of nveraand floodpla1
ecosystem.

The Kissimmee River has been Q
the brink of death for two decades a
a result of the flood-eontrol projec
which left it -‘an  oxygen-starve
drainage ditch 300 feet w1de and "3

. The work was done after hurri
canes caused some widespread flood

five years, state. officials were ad
mitting it was all a big mistake an

Florida officials persuaded Con

pensating some of the ranchers an
flooded. The state i is paymg the othe
The prOJect will restore habitat fo

endangered species such as the woot
stork and snail kite and for mor

¥




