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By The Associated Press :

Some folks call the Kankake:
River:the -cleanest river in-th
state, yet sediment is so thick i ir
places At iseki '
walleye. .

:Now, the U.8. Army Corps
‘Engireers is studying what t
- do.about it;
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“of hard wark without seej

Iot of progress, or. even bein
‘able’ to get the door ‘open. Now
the door is open,’” said J'R
Black, chairman of" th
. Kankakee :* River Ba_sm
Partnersth : '
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':-"igb_ Eche?” & standing that they defy any
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ErpfER e  supporters are heartened by the
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start of efforts to create new
cropland by draining Indiana’s
500 000 acre Grand Marsh. -
;' The Indiana portion of the
river was straightened "and
charineled, and drainage ditches:
were built to ‘siphon off
additional water from ' the;
wetlands. That meant more
sediment in the river, and a.
- faster current to carry it. y
But the river meanders in.
Illinois, so when the swift
‘waters reach the state line, they
slow considerably and begin to~
dump the suspended particles,
. ‘The problem was first noticed,
-in the 1950s, and has only |
grown.
Flooding of farmIand and . |
' homes hds worsened because
the excess sediments filling the
_nverbed means less rocom for
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